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SECTION A – MATTER FOR DECISION  

 

WARD(S) AFFECTED: NEATH NORTH 

 

TRAFFIC ORDERS: NEATH PEDESTRIAN AREA 2015 

 

Purpose of Report 

 

To consider the responses received following the re-advertisement of the proposed 

amendments to the 2009 Neath Pedestrian Area Order as indicated in Appendix A. 

 

Background 

 

Members will be aware of the Neath Pedestrian Area report to the January board 

upholding the objections in part in order to support the night time economy. 

 

The scheme is necessary to prevent unauthorised entry and indiscriminate parking in 

the interest of pedestrian and road safety. 

 

In February 2015 the proposals were advertised and at the same time a consultation 

exercise was undertaken to all properties directly affected by the scheme Appendix B 

 

Screening Assessment has been undertaken to assist the Council in discharging its 

Public Sector Equality Duty under the Equality Act 2010. After completing the 

assessment it has been determined that this function does not require an Equality 

Impact Assessment. 

 

Financial Implications 

 

The work will be funded by the Capital Programme. 

 

Consultation Outcome 

 

List of Consultees 

 

Councillor M Protheroe 

Councillor A Lockyer 



Residents/ Shop Owners directly affected by the scheme:- 

 

As part of the consultation exercise 220 letters were delivered by hand to 

residents/shop owners, resulting in 4 letters and 1 letter containing a petition being 

received in response to the proposal. (Appendix C) 

 

Observations on Objections 

 

Letter 1 – Appendix C 

A permit scheme will be available to all traders within the pedestrian zone so their 

vehicles can be identified by Council Enforcement Officers whilst they are loading or 

unloading. There is no obligation for the trader to purchase a permit, they can still 

load or unload within the permitted times as long as they are seen to be doing so. 

 

Letter 2 – Appendix C 

Loading of heavy or bulky goods can take place from 8am to 10.30am as long as they 

are seen to be doing so. Valid Blue Badge Holders are able to access and park their 

vehicle within the pedestrian area from 8am until 10.30am.  

 

There will be new signs on entry to the pedestrian area outlining the legal order this 

will be reinforced by internal signing.  

 

Dropping off at the church prior to the closure of the pedestrian area at 10.30am can 

take place. The closest legal pick up point after this time will be Orchard Street or 

Old Market Street. Visitors to St. Thomas’ Church will still have the option to park in 

near-by streets and off street car parks should they wish to do so.  

 

Letter 3 – Appendix C 

It is envisaged that the scheme will produce a safer environment making it a more 

pleasant experience for all visitors to shop within the pedestrian area. 

 

The pedestrian area by its very nature should function as such and pedestrian safety is 

of paramount importance. 

 

Letter 4 – Appendix C 

The figures alleged for Milland Road Car Park have no bearing on the proposed order 

being consulted on for the Neath Pedestrian Area. 

 

The reason for the implementation of the order is to improve pedestrian safety. Any 

accidents within the pedestrian area naturally will be at low speed, also between the 

hours of 10.30am and 5pm there are no vehicles permitted within the area. The 

accident data we receive are for collisions that are personal injury accidents attended 

by the police.  

 



The pedestrian area by its very nature should function as such and pedestrian safety is 

of paramount importance. 

 

Letter 5 – Appendix C 

Having spoken with Cardiff City Council their Order is a Prohibition of Driving 

Order permit holders exempt, this is due to fact that the distance from on street 

parking to the Church is significant in the centre of Cardiff. Also the width of 

carriageway is sufficient to allow on street parking. 

 

Re-siting the bollards near Church Place would not be possible as this would allow 

vehicles to access the pedestrian area during a time when vehicles are prohibited from 

doing so, this would create a pedestrian safety concern.  

 

There are currently arrangements in place for the Church to contact the Authority 

when a wedding or funeral takes place and access is provided, and this arrangement 

will remain. 

 

Sustainability Appraisal 

 

It is envisaged that the proposal aims to prevent unauthorised entry and 

indiscriminate parking within the pedestrian area in the interests of road and 

pedestrian safety. 

 

Recommendation 

 

It is recommended, having due regard to the Equality Impact Assessment screening 

that:- 

 

1. The objections be overruled and the objectors informed accordingly 

2. The scheme is implemented as previously advertised in February 2015, this to 

align with the opening of the new multi-story car park in the Town. 

 

Reasons for Proposed Decision 

 

To prevent unauthorised entry and indiscriminate parking in the interest of improved 

pedestrian road safety.  

 

List of Background Papers 

 

As set out in Appendix C and held on Traffic Regulation File TR25 

 

Officer Contact 

 

Mr J C Davies – Senior Engineer – Traffic 

Tel.No. 01639 686479  email: j.davies15@npt.gov.uk  

mailto:j.davies15@npt.gov.uk


COMPLIANCE STATEMENT 

 

TRAFFIC ORDERS: NEATH PEDESTRIAN AREA 2015 

 

(a) Implementation of Decision 

 

The decision is proposed for implementation after a three day call-in period 

 

(b) Sustainability Appraisal 

Community Plan Impacts 

Economic Prosperity   - Positive 

Education and Lifelong Learning - No Impact 

Better Health and Well Being - No Impact 

Environment and Transport  - Positive 

Crime and Disorder   - No Impact 

 

 

Other Impacts 

Welsh Language   - No Impact 

Sustainable Development  - Positive 

Equalities    - No Impact 

Social Inclusion   - Positive 

 

(c) Consultation 

 

This item has been subject to external consultation. 
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